
Lesson 6 

Postmodernity 
The Doctrine of God, Part 1 

The Early Church 
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What was Jesus BEFORE He came? 
 
 
 
What was Jesus WHEN He came?



What was Jesus BEFORE He came? 
 
If Jesus was God, do we have more than one 
God? 
If Jesus was eternal, then He must be divine 

What was Jesus WHEN He came? 
Was he human? In what sense? 
Was he half human half god?  Did he only 
appear to be human?  
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ADOPTIONISM (Dynamic Monarchianism):  

The Son is subordinate to the Father in Essence
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Modalism: The Son is NOT Distinct 
from the Father

GOD
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Adoptionism & Modalism 
Compared

ADOPTIONISM 
(Dynamic Monarchianism) 

Oneness of God 
Denies the Deity of Christ 
Affirms Humanity of Christ 
H.S. = a power

MODALISM  

(Modalistic Monarchianism,  
Sabellianism, Patripassionism) 

Oneness of God 
Affirms Deity of Christ 
Denies Humanity of Christ 
H.S. = a mode of God’s 
existence


