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(1963–Present) 

The Ecumenical Movement in America 
The State of Roman Catholicism, Post Vatican I 

Postmodernism 
New Age Movement 
Current Issues in Conservative, Dispensationalist Groups
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 Course Overview 

I. Christianity and the Age of Enlightenment in Europe 
(1600–1800) 

II. Christianity in the Era of British Colonialism (1600–
1776) 
*The Rise of Pietism 

III. Christianity in the National Era (1776–1880) 
IV. Christianity in the Modern Era (1880–1963) 
V. Christianity in the Postmodern Era (1960–2021) 



IV. The Post-Modern Era (1963–Present) 
A. The Current State of Mainline Denominationalism. 
B. The State of Roman Catholicism in America post-Vatican I. 
C. The Modern Ecumenical Movement. 
D. The New Age Movement. 
E. Issues in Conservative, Bible Church Movement. 



A.The Current State of Mainline Denominationalism. 
2. Denominations characterized by merger and 

sociological dissension. 







Statistics of Numerical Membership, 1990–2003 

American Baptist Churches (USA) declined approximately 7% 

Episcopal Church declined approximately 5% 

Disciples of Christ approximately 27% 

The Presbyterian Church, USA approximately 15% 

United Methodist declined over 8% 

















































“John Dewey, in 1909, analyzing the influence of 
Darwinism on philosophy, stated that one effect of 
Darwin’s theories had been a “recrudescence of 
absolutistic philosophies; an assertion of a type of 
philosophic knowing distinct from that of the 
sciences, one which opens to us another kind of 
reality from that to which the sciences give access; 
an appeal through experience to something that 
essentially goes beyond experience. This reaction 
affects popular creeds and religious movements as 
well as technical philosophies.”



“Many other indications point toward a revitalization of 
mysticism. Evelyn Underhill, in the preface to the twelfth 
(1930) edition of her masterpiece, Mysticism, observed, 
‘The philosophic and theological landscape … with its 
increasing emphasis on Transcendence, its new 
friendliness to the concept of the Supernatural, is 
becoming ever more favourable to the metaphysical claims 
of the mystics.’ She cited the ‘prompt welcome’ given to 
the works of Rudolf Otto and Karl Barth as partial 
indications of an altering intellectual milieu, becoming 
willing to listen to the mystics.” 

~The Limitations of Mysticism, Robert G. Collmer














