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Angels Imprisoned in Deep Darkness 
2 Peter 2:4–5



2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
into hell [tartarus] and delivered them to 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;”



2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
into hell [tartarus] and delivered them to 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;” 
  

“For” provides an explanation of verse 3, 
to show that God’s judgment is certain. 
(Jude provides the same kind of 
explanation in Jude 5–10).



2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
into hell [tartarus] and delivered them to 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;” 

Conditional clauses. 
1. Which of the 4 kinds of “if” is this? 
2. Two parts: the first, the IF clause 

(protasis), and the second, the THEN 
clause (apodosis).



2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
into hell [tartarus] and delivered them to 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;”

φείδομαι pheidomai    
3 sing aor mid indic  
to spare, to refrain 
from something, in 
other words, to deal 
with someone 
leniently



2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
into hell [tartarus] and delivered them to 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;”

φείδομαι pheidomai    
3 sing aor mid indic  
to spare, to refrain 
from something, in 
other words, to deal 
with someone 
leniently

ἁμαρτάνω 
hamartanō  
aor act part 
masc plur gen  
to sin; miss the 
mark of God’s 
+R



2 Peter 2:4, “For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them 
into hell [tartarus] and delivered them to 
chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;” 
ζόφος zophos  masc sing gen   
gloom, deep darkness



2 Pet. 2:17, “These are wells without 
water, clouds carried by a tempest, for 
whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever.” 
Jude 6, “And the angels who did not 
keep their proper domain, but left their 
own abode, He has reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness for 
the judgment of the great day;” 
Jude 13, “raging waves of the sea, 
foaming up their own shame; wandering 
stars for whom is reserved the blackness 
of darkness forever.” 



ABRAHAM’S 
BOSOM 
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SHEOL, HADES 
Luke 16:19–25

Old Testament 
Believers “chains of darkness”

To third heaven 
2 Cor. 12:1–4

TORMENTS

TARTARUS

ABYSS

Unbelievers 
from all 
dispensations



“The fallen angels that are bound, on the 
other hand, are those described by Peter 
and Jude, as ostensibly guilty of such 
enormous wickedness as no longer 
allowed them to roam the heavenlies with 
their leader Satan and the other evil 
angels, but plunged them down to the 
strictest and severest confinement in 
Tartarus.” 

~Merrill Unger, Biblical Demonology, 53



2 Peter 2:5, “and did not spare the 
ancient world, but preserved Noah, a 
preacher of righteousness, with seven 
others, when He brought a flood upon 
the world of the ungodly;”
φείδομαι pheidomai    
3 sing aor mid indic  
to spare, to refrain 
from something, in 
other words, to deal 
with someone 
leniently (same as 
in 2 Peter 2:4)



1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also died for 
sins once for all, the just for the unjust, 
so that He might bring us to God, having 
been put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit;”



1 Peter 3:19, “in which also He went and 
made proclamation to the spirits now in 
prison,”



1 Peter 3:20, “who once were 
disobedient, when [hote, “when, while”] 
the patience of God kept waiting in the 
days of Noah, during the construction of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through 
the water.”



1 Peter 3:20, “who once were 
disobedient, when [hote, “when, while”] 
the patience of God kept waiting in the 
days of Noah, during the construction of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through 
the water.” 

BDAG:  ①  marker of a point of time 
that coincides with another point of time,



Jude 6, “And angels who did not keep 
their own domain, but abandoned their 
proper abode, He has kept in eternal 
bonds under darkness for the judgment 
of the great day,”

ἀρχή, arche “domain, or 
sphere of influence or 

power”, “first in order.”



Jude 6, “And angels who did not keep 
their own domain, but abandoned their 
proper abode, He has kept in eternal 
bonds under darkness for the judgment 
of the great day,”

οἰκητήριον oikēté̄rion  

“habitation or dwelling 
place”



Jude 7, “just as Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities around them [fem. pl.], 
since they [the cities] in the same way as 
these [masc. pl. angels] indulged in 
gross immorality and went after strange 
flesh, are exhibited as an example in 
undergoing the punishment of eternal 
fire.”



Gen. 6:4, “There were giants on the earth 
in those days, and also afterward, when 
the sons of God came in to the daughters 
of men and they bore children to them. 
Those were the mighty men who were of 
old, men of renown.”



Gen. 6:1, “Now it came about, when men 
[adam–“mankind, the human race”] 
began to multiply on the face of the land, 
and daughters were born to them,”



Four Views

1) The “sons of God” are descendants of 
Seth and the daughters are the 
descendants of Cain.

2) The “sons of God” are kings (rulers or judges)  
and the daughters are common women.

4) The “sons of God” refer to demon-
possessed tyrants and the daughters are 
human women.

3) The “sons of God” are fallen angels and the 
daughters are human women.



Gen. 6:2, “that the sons of God saw that 
the daughters of men [adam–“mankind, 
the human race”] were beautiful; and 
they took wives for themselves, 
whomever they chose.”



Gen. 6:2, “that the sons of God saw that 
the daughters of men were beautiful; and 
they took wives for themselves, 
whomever they chose.”

MyIhølTaDh_y´nVb bene haElohim
“sons of God” 
a term for angelic 
creation, fallen and holy



Matt. 22:30, “For in the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels in heaven.” 

Mark 12:24, “Jesus answered and said to 
them, ‘Are you not therefore mistaken, 
because you do not know the Scriptures 
nor the power of God? 
Mark 12:25, “ ‘For when they rise from 
the dead, they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are like angels in 
heaven.’ ”



Luke 20:34, “Jesus answered and said to 
them, ‘The sons of this age marry and 
are given in marriage. 
Luke 20:35, “ ‘But those who are counted 
worthy to attain that age, and the 
resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry nor are given in marriage; 
Luke 20:36, “ ‘nor can they die anymore, 
for they are equal to the angels and are 
sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection.’ ”



Job 1:6, “Now there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came 
among them.”



Job 2:1, “Again there was a day when 
the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan 
also came among them to present 
himself before the Lord.”



Job 38:7, 
“When the morning stars sang together 
And all the sons of God shouted for 
joy?”



Psa. 29:1, “Give unto the LORD, O you 
mighty ones [bene elim], give unto the 
LORD glory and strength.” 
  
Psa. 89:6, “For who in the heavens can 
be compared to the LORD? Who among 
the sons of the mighty [bene elim] can 
be likened to the LORD?”



Psalm 89:5, “The heavens will praise 
Your wonders, O Lord;  
Your faithfulness also in the assembly of 
the holy ones. (qadshim–“holy ones”; 
here, angels) 

Psalm 89:6, “For who in the skies is 
comparable to the Lord? Who among the 
sons of the mighty [sons of God, bene 
Elim] is like the Lord,” 



Psalm 89:7, “A God greatly feared in the 
council of the holy ones, and awesome 
above all those who are around Him? [all 
those who encircle or surround Him] 

Psalm 89:8, “O Lord God of hosts, who 
is like You, O mighty Lord? Your 
faithfulness also surrounds You.”



Gen. 6:4, “There were giants [nephilim] on 
the earth in those days, and also afterward, 
when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of men and they bore children to 
them. Those were the mighty men who 
were of old, men of renown.” 

nephilim All nephilim were giants, but not 
all giants are the product of a demon-
human sexual union.



Num. 13:33, “There we saw the giants 
(the descendants of Anak came from the 
giants); and we were like grasshoppers 
in our own sight, and so we were in their 
sight.” ~NKJV 

Num. 13:33, “There also we saw the 
Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of 
the Nephilim); and we became like 
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so 
we were in their sight.” ~NASB95


