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Atomic Number: The number of protons in 
the nucleus of an atom, which 
determines the chemical properties of 
an element and its place in the periodic 
table. 

Atomic Mass: The number of protons and 
neutrons in the nucleus of an atom. 

Half-Life: The time required for a quantity 
to reduce to half its initial value. 

 
 
 
 





CARBON ISOTOPES 

Isotope: any of two or more forms of a chemical element, 
having the same number of protons in the nucleus, or the 
same atomic number, but having different numbers of 
neutrons in the nucleus, or different atomic weights. 





BASICS OF CARBON-14 DATING 

1) Half-life of Carbon-14: 5730 years. 

2) Only substances which were once alive 
may be Carbon-14 dated. 

3) Any sample over 100,000 years old 
should be radiocarbon dead (containing 
no Carbon-14), because it all would 
have decayed away. 

 



BASICS OF CARBON-14 DATING 

Question: Are there any objects whose 
supposed (evolutionary) age is over 
100,000 years that contain measurable 
radiocarbon? 

Answer: Yes! All tested coal, limestone, 
wood, and even diamond samples 
contain C-14, even though they are 
supposedly tens to hundreds of millions 
of years old. 

 



Sample from Marlstone Rock Bed, a muddy 
limestone in one wall of the Hornton Quarries at 
Edge Hill, west of Banbury in England. Pieces of 
fossilized wood in Jurassic rocks, supposedly 150-
200 million years old, yielded radiocarbon “ages” of 
only 20,700–28,820 years. Photo courtesy of Dr. Andrew Snelling 



Sample from mudstone on top of the Great Northern 
Seam in the upper Permian Newcastle Coal 
Measures in the Newvale No. 2 Coal Mine north of 
Sydney, Australia. A fossilized tree stump, found in 
Permian layers, supposedly hundreds of millions of 
years old, yielded coalified bark with a radiocarbon 
“age” of 33,700 years. Photo courtesy of Dr. Andrew Snelling 



A sea creature, called an ammonite, was discovered 
near Redding, California, accompanied by fossilized 
wood. Both fossils are claimed by strata dating to be 
112–120 million years old but yielded radiocarbon 
ages of only thousands of years. Photo courtesy of Dr. Andrew Snelling 



ACCURACY OF CARBON-14 AGES 

Question: Are Carbon-14 Ages Accurate? 

Answer: Yes, back to about 400 BC 
(~2400 years ago), the time of 
Alexander the Great. (Based on dating 
samples of known ages) 

Question: Why are C-14 dates for older 
samples inaccurate? 

Answer: Incorrect Assumptions! 
 



RECALIBRATING CARBON-14 AGES 

1) Decay of Earth’s Magnetic Field (half-
life ~1500 years). 

2) Greater Biomass on Earth prior to 
Noah’s Flood. 

 
 
 



RECALIBRATING CARBON-14 AGES 

1) Lower Rate of Radiocarbon (C-
14) Production 

2) Greater Volume of Regular 
Carbon (C-12) 

3) Lower Ratio of Radiocarbon (C-
14) to Regular Carbon (C-12) 

 
 
 





LONG AGE RADIOISOTOPE DATING 

1) Used to date igneous and metamorphic 
rocks from the time they solidified. 

2) ALL samples of known historical ages 
tested by long age radioisotope dating have 
yielded VASTLY inflated age estimates. 

3) Example: Rocks taken from the 1986 
eruption of Mount St. Helens have been 
Potassium-Argon tested to an age of 
380,000 years! 

 



LONG AGE RADIOISOTOPE DATING 

Question: Is long age radioisotope 
dating accurate? 

Answer: NO! 

Question: Why is long age radioisotope 
dating not accurate? 

Answer: Incorrect Assumptions! 
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