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Historical Order of Paul’s Letters
Late Epistles: A.D. 63–65
• 1 Timothy
• Titus
• 2 Timothy



End Time Apostasy in the Church
• 1 Timothy 4:1-3
• 2 Timothy 3:1-5
• 2 Timothy 4:3-4
• James 5:1-8
• 2 Peter 2:1-22
• 2 Peter 3:3-6
• Jude 1-25



End Time Apostasy in the Church
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, by means of the 
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own 
conscience as with a branding iron, men who 
forbid marriage and advocate abstaining 
from foods, which God has created to be 
gratefully shared in by those who believe and 
know the truth.   —1 Timothy 4:1-3



End Time Apostasy in the Church
But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come.  For men will be . . .   

—2 Timothy 3:1–5



End Time Apostasy in the Church

rather than lovers of God

lovers of money,
boastful,
arrogant,
revilers,
disobedient to parents,
ungrateful, unholy,
unloving,
irreconcilable,

malicious gossips,
without self-control, 
brutal,
haters of good, 
treacherous,
reckless,
conceited,
lovers of pleasure

(2 Timothy 3:1–4)

lovers of self,
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1844–1900
Friedrich Nietsche



End Time Apostasy in the Church
But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come.  For men will be . . .  holding 
to a form of godliness, although they have 
denied its power; and avoid such men as 
these.

—2 Timothy 3:1–5



End Time Apostasy in the Church
For the time will come when they will not 
endure [to regard with tolerance, endure, 
bear with, put up with] sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they 
will accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires; and will 
turn away their ears from the truth, and 
will turn aside to myths.

—2 Timothy 4:3-4



A very extensive body of Scripture bears on 
the last days for the Church. Reference is to a 
restricted time at the very end of, and yet 
wholly within, the present age. Though this 
brief period immediately precedes the great 
tribulation and in some measure is a 
preparation for it, these two times of apostasy 
and confusion—though incomparable in 
history—are wholly separate the one from the 
other.  —Lewis S. Chafer



Those Scriptures which set forth the last days for 
the Church give no consideration to political or 
world conditions but are confined to the Church 
itself. These Scriptures picture men as departing 
from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1-2). There will be a 
manifestation of characteristics which belong to 
unregenerate men, though it is under the profession 
of "a form of godliness" (cf. 2 Tim. 3:1-5). The 
indication is that, having denied the power of the 
blood of Christ (cf. 2 Tim. 3:5 with Rom. 1:16;  
1 Cor. 1:23-24; 2 Tim. 4:2-4), the leaders in these 
forms of righteousness will be unregenerate men 
from whom nothing more spiritual than this could 
proceed (cf. 1 Cor. 2 :14)  —Lewis S. Chafer



“But the prophet who shall speak a word 
presumptuously in My name which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or which he shall 
speak in the name of other gods, that prophet 
shall die.  And you may say in your heart,  ‘How 
shall we know the word which the LORD has not 
spoken?’ When a prophet speaks in the name of 
the LORD, if the thing does not come about or 
come true, that is the thing which the LORD has 
not spoken. The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”

—Deuteronomy 18:20-22

TRUTH TEST #1



“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among 
you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign 
or the wonder comes true, concerning which he 
spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods 
(whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ 
you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or 
that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is 
testing you to find out if you love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul.

—Deuteronomy 13:1-3

TRUTH TEST #2



“But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams 
shall be put to death, because he has counseled 
rebellion against the LORD your God who 
brought you from the land of Egypt and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, to 
seduce you from the way in which the LORD 
your God commanded you to walk. So you shall 
purge the evil from among you.” 

—Deuteronomy 13:5

FALSE PROPHET STONED
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New Testament Truth Test
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit 
that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is 
the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it 
is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from 
God, little children, and have overcome them; because 
greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 
They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the 
world, and the world listens to them. We are from God; he 
who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does 
not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error.   —1 John 4:1-6



But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, 
patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, 
such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at 
Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the 
Lord delivered me! And indeed, all who desire to live godly 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But evil men and 
impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. You, however, continue in the things you 
have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom 
you have learned them; and that from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings which are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.     —2 Timothy 3:10-17


