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Cleansing the Temple 
Matthew 21:12–17; Psalm 118 



Matt. 20:29, “Now as they went out of 
Jericho, a great multitude followed Him.”





Donkey	at	Bethphage

Matt. 21:2, “saying to 
them, ‘Go into the 
village opposite you, 
and immediately you 
will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with 
her. Loose them and 
bring them to Me.’ ”



Matt. 21:4, “All this was done that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying:  
Matt. 21:5, “ ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, “Behold, 
your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on 
a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.” ’ ”





Luke 19:41, “Now as 
He drew near, He saw 
the city and wept 
over it,  
Luke 19:42, “saying, 
‘If you had known, 
even you, especially 
in this your day, the 
things that make for 
your peace! But now 
they are hidden from 
your eyes.’ ”



Psa. 118:26 is quoted by the crowds 
welcoming Jesus during His Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem in Matt. 21:9. 

Matt 21:9, “Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the LORD!”



Timeframe for the Tribulation



Matt. 21:9, “Then the multitudes who went 
before and those who followed cried out, 
saying: ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the LORD!” Hosanna in the highest!’ ”  

Psa. 118:25, “Save now, I pray, O LORD; O 
LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.  

Psa. 118:26, “Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the LORD! We have blessed 
you from the house of the LORD.”
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Matt. 21:12, “Then Jesus went into the 
temple of God and drove out all those who 
bought and sold in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves.”



Matt. 21:12, “Then Jesus went into the 
temple of God and drove out all those who 
bought and sold in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves.”

i˚ero/n  hieron  
acc neut sing   
temple, includes the 
entire Temple 
precinct. 

nao/ß  naos  
dat masc sing  
temple, describes 
the inner Holy 
Place, not the 
exterior buildings



Mt. Moriah



















Soreg  
The wall marking the 
extent of Gentile entry  
into the Temple area





John 2:15, “When He had made a whip of 
cords, He drove them all out of the temple, 
with the sheep and the oxen, and poured 
out the changers’ money and overturned 
the tables.  
John 2:16, “And He said to those who sold 
doves, ‘Take these things away! Do not 
make My Father’s house a house of 
merchandise!’ ”



John 2:17, “Then His disciples 
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for 
Your house has eaten Me up.’ ” 

Psa. 69:9, “Because zeal for Your house 
has eaten me up, and the reproaches of 
those who reproach You have fallen on 
me.”



Matt. 21:12, “Then Jesus went into the 
temple of God and drove out all those who 
bought and sold in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves.” 

i˚ero/n  hieron  
acc neut sing   
temple, includes the 
entire Temple 
precinct 

nao/ß  naos  
dat masc sing  
temple, describes 
the inner Holy 
Place, not the 
exterior buildings



Matt. 21:12, “Then Jesus went into the 
temple of God and drove out all those who 
bought and sold in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves.”
katastre÷fw  
katastrephoœ  aor act indic 
3 sing   
to overthrow; be 
subdued; ended 



Matt. 21:13, “And He said to them, ‘It is 
written, “My house shall be called a house 
of prayer,” but you have made it a “den of 
thieves.” ’ ”



Isa. 56:7, “Even them I will bring to My holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in My 
house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and 
their sacrifices will be accepted on My 
altar; for My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all nations.”



Jer. 7:11, “ ‘Has this house, which is called 
by My name, become a den of thieves in 
your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,’ 
says the LORD.”



Matt. 21:14, “Then the blind and the lame 
came to Him in the temple, and He healed 
them.”



Isa. 35:5–6,  
“Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped.    
Then the lame shall leap like a deer,   
And the tongue of the dumb sing.   
For waters shall burst forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert.”



Matt. 21:15, “But when the chief priests 
and scribes saw the wonderful things that 
He did, and the children crying out in the 
temple and saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of 
David!’ they were indignant.”



Matt. 21:16, “and said to Him, ‘Do You hear 
what these are saying?’ And Jesus said to 
them, ‘Yes. Have you never read, “Out of 
the mouth of babes and nursing infants  
You have perfected praise”?’ ”



Psa. 8:1, “O LORD, our Lord, How excellent 
is Your name in all the earth, Who have set 
Your glory above the heavens!  
Psa. 8:2, “Out of the mouth of babes and 
nursing infants You have ordained 
strength, because of Your enemies, that 
You may silence the enemy and the 
avenger.”



Matt. 21:17, “Then He left them and went 
out of the city to Bethany, and He lodged 
there.”


