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1
THE GREAT WAR

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortress-
es. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking
every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Another long, miserable day at work, and now this! Someone’s car
had overheated and blocked one of the two lanes left open on the
freeway while the other three lanes were under construction. Sue
was steamed. Not only had her day at the office been an absolute
disaster, but she now had to put up with this. She was going to be at
least an hour late getting to the daycare center to pick up her three-
year-old son, Joey, but the extra bills from the air conditioner repair
had left her with no extra money to eat out. After a day like this,
Sue dreaded having to fix dinner when she got home. She felt so
trapped. She couldn’t understand why life wasn't going better now
that she was a born-again Christian.

For the last several months so many things seemed to have gone
wrong. First, the car needed a valve job, then Joey broke his arm so
badly that it needed to be surgically set. Then the compressor on her
air conditioner went out. She could not believe how the bills had
snowballed. It would take her at least a year, maybe two, to get all
of these bills paid off. And she knew that other unexpected expens-
es were sure to come up in the meantime. She desperately needed
something to perk up her spirits.

While she was waiting in traffic, she decided to turn on the ra-
dio; maybe that would help. That's when she heard it—an adver-
tisement for the new steak restaurant that had just opened. As she
thought about it, she dreamed of how wonderful it would be if she
could just pick up Joey and go there for a nice, big steak and a good,
rich, chocolate dessert. But she knew she couldn’t afford a meal like
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this and ought to put it out of her mind. But that gnawing voice in-
side her said that she was worth it. After all, what difference would
another thirty dollars or so on her credit card mean? She was worth
it! She would face the money problems later.

Is this a valid response to the pressures and circumstances in
life? Or could it be that the small voice is really the influence of the
world system? What could Sue do to avoid this kind of thinking?

Can Prayer Exorcise a City?

José and Maria had been born-again Christians for only two years.
During that time, they had become quite involved in their church.
For several months, the pastor had been teaching about spiritual
warfare, especially prayer. One of his major emphases was that Sa-
tan and his demons held sway over certain territories and that in
Miami (where they lived) one of the reasons for the high incidence
of drug traffic, prostitution, and violence was the demonic oppres-
sion of the city. If Miami was ever to be freed from the dominion of
these demons, then Christians must gather together and pray. Only
through the effective prayer of the Christians would the holy angels
have the power to gain victory over the demons and enable Miami
to experience spiritual revival.

The series on spiritual warfare culminated with a week-long
prayer marathon. People in the church had been encouraged and
challenged to join six- and ten-hour prayer vigils and to pray and fast
around the clock. At the end of the week, words of prophecy were
spoken in the church, encouraging the people that their prayers had
been effective and that many of the demons had been routed.

José and Maria lived in the Colombian sector of Miami, and
many of their friends and family members were involved in the drug
trade. José and Maria were excited that this deliverance would final-
ly give them the opportunity to witness to family members without
hindrance from satanic opposition. When their words of witness
were met with the same familiar hostility, they did not question
God but waited in faith. Yet, as the days went by, they noticed that
there was very little difference in the moral climate of Miami. The
drug traffic continued, immorality was just as rampant, and gunfire
continued to punctuate the night air.

Can prayer deliver a city or neighborhood from the influence
of demons?



Can Christians be Demon Possessed?

Julia was in her mid-forties. She was divorced, and she struggled
to raise her two children on a single income. Yet, she was always
confident that God would provide. Life had been difficult, but the
one hope that carried her through was her sincere faith in God. De-
spite this confidence, she had struggled for more than ten years with
bouts of depression and had finally started visiting counselors. Al-
though she had seen three counselors during the last five years, the
depression continued.

One weekend, a visiting speaker at her church taught that
Christians could be demon possessed. Julia had always been taught
that a Christian could not be possessed, but the speaker said that
depression could be a sign of possession. She left church that night
with a mixed sense of relief and fear—relief because now she might
know her real problem and fear because now she believed that her
depression might be the result of demonic possession. She was not
sure just what to do about all of this.

Can Christians be demon possessed? What is the difference
between demon possession and demon influence?

Can Christians be Cursed?

Frank and Martha were finally getting away for a weekend “second
honeymoon” together, although doing so meant leaving their high-
school-aged daughter at home alone. They trusted Linda because
she had never given them any real reason to doubt her. Now that
she was about to graduate from high school, they believed that the
time had come to give her the opportunity to show her maturity.
But unknown to them, Linda had planned to have a party the whole
time they were gone. During the party, a group of her friends who
were involved in both a satanic rock music group and a cult hid a
pentagram in a junk drawer in the kitchen and placed a curse on
the family.

Several days after Frank and Martha returned home, they sensed
that something was different about their life, but could not put their
finger on what it was. During the following weeks, they noticed a
deterioration in the circumstances of their lives. Several things went
wrong with their car, and the air conditioner in their home had to
be replaced. They also began to notice more bickering among the
family members and a certain spiritual confusion in the family.

About this time Frank heard from his neighbor that there had
been quite a bit of traffic in and out of their house while they had
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been away. Eventually, the entire story came out, including the iden-
tification of some of the kids as members of a Satanist cult. When
Frank told a friend about all of this, his friend suggested that the
reason things were not going well for the family was because the
Satanists had probably put a curse on the house, and the family
would have to undergo some sort of exorcism before they could be
delivered. To Frank, this suggestion sounded more like supersti-
tious nonsense than sensible advice, but he began to wonder what
the Bible taught about demons, curses, and spells.

Can Christians be victims of occultic curses?

Will Mind Control Help You?
Carl was a very successful salesman. At twenty-five years of age,
his commissions for the past year had earned him almost two hun-
dred thousand dollars. Furthermore, he was being considered for a
sales manager position. Carl was overwhelmed by God’s blessing in
his life.

One day, the senior manager of his division called him into his
office. He praised Carl for his work and ambition and saw nothing
but the best for him. However, he suggested one particular sem-
inar that Carl should attend if he was ever to reach his goals. He
implied that Carl would probably not receive the promotion unless
he attended.

As Carl questioned his manager about the seminar, he discov-
ered that it was designed to teach him mind-control principles,
improve his memory, and enable him to influence other people
positively. One of the most important results of the seminar, Carl’s
manager told him, was that he would be introduced to a spiritual
counselor upon whom he could rely and who would give him an
edge over his competition.

Is Carl on the verge of being involved in occultic practices dis-
guised as sales techniques? Is mind control (positive mental atti-
tude) a biblical approach to handling life’s challenges? Or is it an
open door to demonism?

Can Demons Make You Sin?

Bob and his sister Susan had grown up in a Christian home and
had been well trained in the Scriptures. When Susan was in college,
however, she began to lose her spiritual bearings and became luke-
warm toward God. For several years, Bob had been praying for her,
and God seemed to have answered his prayers. Susan had joined



a new church that was quite alive, and she was more turned on to
Jesus than ever before.

This so impressed Bob that he, too, soon joined this same
church. He was impressed that these people seemed to act aggres-
sively on their faith and truly expected God to perform miracles and
signs and wonders, just as He had done in the New Testament. At
first, Bob was skeptical, but he heard so many glowing testimonies
from Christians who had been delivered from demons and were
now free from sins that had plagued them that he, too, was think-
ing that perhaps the problems he faced with sin were the result of
demonic influence in his life.

Can demons—“spirits of lust, murder, anger, gluttony”—cause
Christians to sin, or is sin simply the result of choosing to follow our
own sin nature?

Can You Have a Demon of Lust?

Bill had been introduced to pornography as a young teen. Through
the years, it had become more and more of an obsession. This obses-
sion intensified in college when he began looking for more ways to
get his sexual thrills and discovered adult peep shows. While he was
a senior in college, he was led to the Lord through a campus minis-
try, and for several years, the pornography problem no longer both-
ered him. But after he was married, he again found himself tempted
by the pleasures of the pornography palace and the massage parlor.
What made this situation so difficult for him was that he was in his
second year of seminary, studying to be a pastor. He just couldn’t
understand why he could not overcome this sin.

Finally the guilt became so intense that Bill went to one of his
seminary professors for advice. This professor suggested that he very
likely was being influenced by a demon of lust and that he should
go through a deliverance session to gain freedom from this demon.

Do demons cause specific sins in people’s lives? How are Christians
to have victory over the sins with which they continuously struggle?

Can Pagan Objects Haunt You?
Fred and Linda had been on the missionary committee at their
church for twenty years. Now that Fred was finally retired, they
went overseas to visit several of the church missionaries. When they
returned home, they brought with them a number of artifacts with
which they hoped to help people in their church understand the
various cultures where their missionaries served. So they included
these objects in a mission display in the basement of the church.
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But soon a lady in the church confronted them, saying that some of
the objects that they had brought back were used in pagan rituals or
were idols and that Fred and Linda should destroy these things and
cleanse the church before they became victims of the demons that
are associated with them.

Can Christians who are obediently walking with the Lord in-
nocently or unknowingly pick up demons through objects that are
associated with occult practices? If so, what should they do about it?

Can You Inherit a Demon?

Sandy had grown up in a family that was deeply entrenched in oc-
cult practices and witchcraft. Both of her parents were in a coven
that her grandfather had founded. Her mother was also a palm
reader and astrologer. Her father had, on a number of occasions,
served as a channel for the spirit of a man who had allegedly lived
in India twenty thousand years ago. Because of Sandy’s upbringing,
this was all she knew about religion.

When Sandy left home in her late teen years to attend college,
her roommate, an evangelical Christian, began to talk to her about
Jesus Christ, who died for her sins. Sandy’s roommate explained
to her what the Bible taught about Satan, demons, witchcraft, and
astrology. At first, Sandy was hostile, but during the semester, she
accepted the challenge to read the Bible for herself. Under the guid-
ance of her roommate, she came to see that what she knew as re-
ligion would never provide eternal life and that she must trust in
Jesus Christ alone for her salvation.

After Sandy was saved, she began attending a large church in
town. Because of her background, she still had many questions
about her new faith and the witchcraft that she had left behind.
Her roommate suggested that she go to one of the counselors in the
church for answers. The counselor told her that trusting in Christ
alone as her Savior was not enough. Because Sandy had come from
such an occultic background, she needed to renounce all of these
practices and very possibly needed deliverance from the demons
that she inherited through her family.

Does the Bible teach that a person who is saved from an oc-
cultic background can have a demon that was passed on from one
generation to another? Must such a person not only turn completely
to Christ but also be delivered from these inherited demons as a
separate step?



You Are at War

Each of the stories that you have just read is based on a true inci-
dent, and each represents a cross section of what is happening in the
lives of many people today. Each of these Christians wants to live a
life that is pleasing to God, yet each faces daily struggles and oppo-
sition in his or her walk with the Lord. The Bible teaches that life has
a dimension that goes beyond the material, physical environment.
This arena centers on the immaterial part of your being—the real
you—and your relationship to God. In opposition to God is Satan
and a vast army of immaterial, rational creatures that are subservi-
ent to him. They have all been sentenced to eternal condemnation
in the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41). Yet, that sentence has been post-
poned until the end of human history. Between the pronouncement
of that verdict and the execution of the sentence lies the entire pan-
orama of human history. Man was created to play a vital role in the
resolution of this angelic rebellion. Man is the focal point. This is the
essence of spiritual warfare.

If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior,
then you, too, have declared yourself to be a warrior in this cosmic
conflict. Perhaps you did not realize this; maybe you are not aware
that the Bible teaches that Satan is the prince of the power of the
air (Eph. 2:2) and the god of this age (2 Cor. 4:4). Before you were
saved, Satan was at work in you as one of the sons of disobedience
(Eph. 2:2). Once you were saved, you became a significant soldier
in the greatest war ever fought, a spiritual war fought between the
power of God (light) and the forces of Satan (darkness). As we will
discover in the following pages, the Bible clearly teaches all of these
truths. In addition, the Bible teaches that each believer must learn
how to fight in the battle. The Bible is our combat manual, and in it
we find the vital instructions we need to combat Satan and his two
great allies, the world system and the sin nature.

We are called not simply to be in the army but to be champions
in Christ. At the moment of salvation, God graciously bestowed on
us every spiritual blessing and asset we would ever need to be vic-
torious in the conflict (Eph. 1:3). This is our positional strength, “in
Christ” We have the completed revelation of God, which supplies
all of the information that we need, and the Spirit of God indwells,
teaches, guides, fills, and illumines our thinking to the truth of God’s
Word. In the power of Christ we stand. Just as the young David, un-
trained in the world’s methods of warfare, became a champion for
Israel against the mighty giant Goliath, so, too, must the believer
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today be a champion in Christ. David chose to enter the battle on
the basis of divine resources, not human ability or technique. He
is our model. To be victorious in spiritual warfare, we must not
be seduced into using thinking or strategies that are influenced by
nonbiblical thinking. We most hold our ground on the provisions,
promises, and power of God. The battle is the Lord’s.

In the coming pages, we will examine each of these three ene-
mies: the world, the flesh, and the Devil. We will discover the fantas-
tic principles that God has freely given us in the Scriptures to defeat
these enemies in our personal lives. We will see more clearly the
role that Christians are to play in this cosmic spiritual drama. And
we will come to understand that our knowledge of these teachings
comprises the basics of the Christian life.

Watching the Game Films

Unfortunately, contemporary teaching on the crucial doctrine of
spiritual warfare has caused Christians to focus almost exclusively
on battles with Satan and demons. If this were truly the emphasis
of Scripture, then there would be no problem. However, because
this is not the primary focus of Scripture but only one aspect of the
teaching, then this overemphasis is misleading and even dangerous.
It becomes dangerous when it causes Christians to focus on attacks
and solutions in only one realm of spiritual warfare, leaving them
vulnerable to attacks from the other two realms. The Bible clearly
addresses spiritual warfare as taking place simultaneously on three
battlefronts: the world, the flesh, and the Devil. So must we.

Just as a football coach studies the game films of his oppo-
nent before the big game to discover his strategies and tactics, so
Christians must know the strategies, tactics, and abilities of their
enemies before they can effectively defeat them. In other words,
we must understand the nature of the warfare and who attacks us
before we can accurately understand what we should be doing. By
examining the lives of the great saints and the great spiritual battles
of Scripture, we can see the strategies of the enemy and learn prin-
ciples for avoiding the snares and assaults of the Devil, the traps of
worldliness, and the drive of our own sinful nature.

Once we understand the spiritual war of which we are a part,
then we must decide what we are to do. How can we live in the
world and not be worldly? How can we have victory over the lusts
of the flesh? And what does it mean to resist the Devil? We need



biblical insight into how we will be attacked so that we will know
what God has supplied for our protection.

The Highest Authority

Many Christians today are losing the battle in spiritual warfare
because they lack an adequate knowledge of God’s Word. This ig-
norance has led some people into occult practices that are cleverly
disguised as “neutral” self-help techniques. Others have one foot in
the world and the other foot in the Bible; thus compromised, they
cannot understand why biblical principles never seem to work for
them. Defeat is commonplace because their lives are not established
on truly biblical principles but rather on the shifting foundation of
human experience.

As we have surveyed much of the contemporary literature writ-
ten for Christians, we have discovered an extremely wide range of
ideas, many of which are mutually contradictory. Both the issues
and the solutions differ widely. We have read many fine-sounding
discussions on spiritual warfare that did not have a biblical basis.
Some people teach that Christians can be demon possessed, where-
as others teach that they cannot. On the other hand, if one view
is true, then Christians must live one way and the solutions to the
problem must lie in one direction. If the other view is true, then the
problems and solutions offered by the first view are irrelevant. How
can we find our way out of this maze and find timeless truth on
which we can base our lives?

We believe that the Bible is our highest authority, and only God
has sufficient, infinite knowledge and understanding of both our
enemies and our human nature to inform us accurately about spir-
itual conflict and what to do about it. The Christian must always be
like the men and women of Berea who received the highest praise
from the Apostle Paul because they did not simply take his word
but searched the Scriptures daily to verify his teaching (Acts 17:11).

The Real Source of Truth

Many of the errors that have crept into the church, some of which
have become very popular, are based on misunderstandings and
misinterpretations of Scripture. Sometimes this happens because
the interpreters have not taken into account the original languages
of the Bible or have misused them. Therefore, it is important that
we occasionally refer to the original Greek and Hebrew wording of
Scripture to interpret more accurately God’s Word.



At other times, error creeps in because we rely upon interpreta-
tions of experiences or personal testimony that might not be consis-
tent with Scripture, especially in the area of Satan and demons and
what they can do to Christians. Testimonies of missionaries work-
ing among pagan tribes where demonic activity abounds are used
to support a particular line of teaching. How should these stories
be evaluated, especially since some of these occurrences are used to
support one position, and others are used to support a contradicto-
ry position? Is appealing to these types of experiences a valid means
to find truth?

Before we can ever hope to have victory over the sin and evil
that are part of our universe, we must first understand the role of
God’s Word. Much of what is taught today contains testimonies of
personal experience or the experiences of other people. We must
find out how we are to regard such testimony, and we must continu-
ally seek to determine a true, biblical approach to spiritual warfare.
Failure to do so is one reason that so many believers are impotent in
the warfare. They have either lost the sure foundation of the Word
of God or severely weakened it by relying upon interpretations of
experiences that run contrary to what the Bible clearly teaches.

When you have finished reading this book, we hope that you
will understand the difference between the worldly, almost super-
stitious views of Satan that have invaded many of our churches
and a truly biblical perspective of evil and our calling to spiritu-
al warfare. We pray that you will be armed with the truth of the
Scriptures and will stand firm against the schemes of the Devil and
his terrible deception.
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2
ULTIMATE INTELLIGENCE

The unfolding of Thy words gives light; it gives understand-
ing to the simple.
Psalm 119:130

During the Second World War, one of the most critical elements of
the Allied victory was provided by the underground forces in the
German-occupied countries. These groups kept tabs on the German
units in their vicinity and relayed this information to Allied head-
quarters in London. In London, General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
military intelligence staff collated the information, which was used
to formulate strategy and tactics. Rarely did more than a handful
of people have access to all of this information. Lower-level com-
manders and soldiers were told only what they needed to know to
carry out their specific responsibilities. No soldier would ever have
thought to ask for all of the information available to Eisenhower so
that he could verify the validity of his own orders or even under-
stand why he was being ordered to carry out a particular mission.

Only God Knows
In the same way, only God has a complete picture and full under-
standing of the warfare that takes place in the heavenlies. Christians
are analogous to His foot soldiers. Our operations orders are out-
lined in the Scriptures, which tell us everything we need to know to
carry out successfully our specific mission. That mission is to pursue
maturity in the spiritual life, holiness, or Christlikeness.

Unlike human armies, which face physical opponents,
Christians face intangible and invisible opponents. Under normal
conditions, the enemy against which we wage war cannot be per-
ceived by human senses. The danger we face is attempting to rely
upon our own reason and experience to develop strategies for war-
fare. Because we know very little about the strengths, capabilities,
and strategies of our opponents and because we cannot see into
that realm, we must rely exclusively upon the combat information
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revealed to us in the Scriptures. Like the soldiers in physical mil-
itary conflict, God has not told us everything that is going on in
these realms, but He has told us all that we need to know to protect
ourselves and carry out our mission successfully. When we begin to
rely on information based on sources other than the Bible, we may
render ourselves vulnerable to defeat because we have unknowingly
overstepped our bounds.

The Apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:12, “Our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the pow-
ers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” The struggle in which
Christians are engaged is not a physical struggle but a spiritual strug-
gle. It is a struggle that ultimately is not against other human beings
but against the powers of darkness. Left to our own resources, we
are totally blind and ignorant when it comes to knowing what the
enemy is doing. How can we know what is happening when we are
operating in the dark?

Not in the Dark

We operate in an arena in which we are virtually blind to all that is
taking place around us, especially when it involves the unseen spiri-
tual forces of the demonic realm. However, God is a loving God, and
He has not left us in the dark to attempt to figure things out on our
own. Just as God told Adam and Eve all that they needed to know
(but not all that they could have known) for them to live for Him in
the garden, so He has informed us in the Bible of everything that we
need to know about the powers of darkness. Not only does the Bible
tell us about the struggle in which we are involved, but also, if it
were not for the Scriptures, we would be only vaguely aware that we
were in a struggle in the first place. We would be severely limited by
our finite experience and knowledge. God has not only given Chris-
tians the Bible but also supplied the Holy Spirit, who enlightens our
minds so that we can understand the Bible and, on the basis of this
knowledge, exercise discernment in the decisions we make.

Scripture is clear that Christians are engaged in a struggle with
unseen forces. This knowledge should cause several important
questions to come to our minds. Who are these rulers, these powers,
these world forces of darkness? What is their objective, and how do
they operate? How can we identify them, how can we fight against
them, and how can we be protected from them?
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Today, we are faced with much teaching about these demonic
forces that cannot be derived from Scripture; instead, it derives from
the personal experiences of Christians. Is such experience a valid
source, or is Scripture all that we need to resist Satan successfully?

The One True Source
The Bible itself claims to be our only source of certain knowledge
about these forces against which we are struggling. It claims not
only to be the sole source of knowledge about this angelic rebellion
but also to give us all of the information that we need to be equipped
completely for this struggle.

Second Timothy 3:16-17 tells us that “all Scripture is inspired
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work” This passage provides valuable in-
formation about the Scriptures. First, the source of the Bible is God.
This is not a book written by men who are relating their religious
experiences with God but a book written by God through men to
inform us about every area of life.

The Apostle Peter makes this fact clear in 2 Peter 1:20: “Know
this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation” The human authors of Scripture did not merely re-
flect on their experiences of life, write them down, and call this the
Word of God. That is the approach of men without revelation from
God. Instead, Peter insists, the divine Author initiated and produced
God’s Word: “No prophecy was ever made by an act of human will,
but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:21).
The word usually translated “inspired” in 2 Timothy 3:16 is from the
Greek word theopneustos, meaning “God breathed” The source of
the Scriptures is the true God, who is not a liar; therefore, the Bible
is absolutely true in everything it affirms.

Second, because the Bible is absolute truth, it is profitable to
teach us, to correct our thinking, to reprove or reprimand us for
wrong thinking and living, and to instruct us. Our Lord said in His
prayer for the disciples the night before He was crucified, “Sanctify
them in the truth; Thy word is truth” (John 17:17). It is the Word of
God alone that gives us the truth we need to live for Him.

The third point we want to emphasize from 2 Timothy 3:16-17
is the purpose of the Word of God: to make the believer, the man or
woman of God, completely equipped for every good work by com-
municating information that he can acquire from no other source.
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The word translated “adequate” is the Greek word artios, which
means “fit, complete, capable, sufficient” It means that the Word of
God gives us the information or guidelines necessary to meet every
situation that we face in life.

This point is further emphasized by the word translated “ful-
ly equipped,” which has the idea of being completely outfitted and
prepared for every contingency. In the ancient world, this word was
used to describe a ship that was fully loaded for a voyage or a rescue
boat that was completely outfitted and prepared for any emergen-
cy. The Bible claims not only to give us true and accurate informa-
tion but also all of the information we need to handle any and every
situation that might arise in our lives.

Enough for Every Need
This passage is not the only passage of Scripture that teaches this
foundational doctrine that Scripture is completely and totally suffi-
cient for every need in the Christian’s life. Second Peter 1:3-4 says,

His divine power has granted to us everything pertain-
ing to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. For
by these He has granted to us His precious and magnifi-
cent promises, in order that by them you might become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world by lust. (emphasis added)

As we will describe in the next chapter, the corruption that is
in the world by lust came into the world as a result of the fall of the
angel Lucifer, and the consequent fall of the human race was a result
of the sin of Adam in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:1-7). The 2 Peter
passage teaches us that the only way to escape this corruption is
by means of God’s “precious and magnificent promises,” and that
through these promises God has given us everything that we need
to know pertaining to life and godliness.

The importance of the all-sufficiency of Scripture can hardly
be overemphasized. In some segments of Christianity today, the
inerrancy and infallibility of Scripture is being questioned. But we
believe that even among those who affirm the inerrancy and infalli-
bility of Scripture, many Christians deny this authority of Scripture
in the way they apply (or fail to apply) Scripture to their daily lives.
Many Christians do not seem to view the Bible as sufficient for every
good work when we look at certain practices that they have adopted
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that are built upon viewpoints found outside of the Bible. This is
especially true in the arena of spiritual warfare.

In recent years, much sensationalist teaching on demons and
exorcism has abounded. It has been popular to teach people to
“bind” the demons, to “take dominion” over Satan, or to give people
special instructions for dealing with so-called “territorial spirits.”
We should ask if these are scriptural concepts to begin with and, if
so, what they mean. We must also search the Scriptures to see exact-
ly what form spiritual warfare takes and what Christians are to do
when they encounter demonic forces.

The two passages mentioned earlier, 2 Timothy 3:16 and
2 Peter 1:3-4, teach clearly that in the Bible God has given us ev-
erything we need to know to handle any situation that might arise
in our lives. At the very least, this teaching includes every aspect of
spiritual warfare.

Why Go to School?

Whenever we have taught this principle that the Scriptures are
totally sufficient for every need and situation in the believer’s life,
someone inevitably asks why, if this is true, we should even go to
school or pursue studies in any other area. If this were true, their
reasoning goes, then civilization would be set back hundreds of
years, and none of the technical advances made in the history of
civilization would have taken place because all that people would
have done was study the Bible.

This question arises because people do not realize how the truth
of God’s Word affects all of the different realms of life. In this book,
we are talking about the sufficiency of God’s Word in enabling us
to live a life that is pleasing to God. God’s Word does not claim
to be a textbook about oceanography or accounting or engineer-
ing; although, it does contain some broad but completely accurate
information about these areas of study.

What the Bible claims to provide is absolute truth in all areas
of Christian life and spirituality. At the very least, this truth must
include information about the spiritual realm and how it affects
Christians. The Bible claims to tell us the truth about life, our pur-
pose for existence, and how we can lay hold of our eternal destiny.
All of these truths are issues in spiritual warfare; therefore, spiritual
warfare and the world of the demonic are areas in which Christians
should acknowledge the exclusive authority of the Bible.
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This book will not be dealing with how a biblical philosophy
of life (a “worldview”) is derived from the Bible and applied to
broader, extra-biblical areas of learning found in God’s creation. In
a nutshell, the Bible deals with every area of life indirectly through
the grid or framework that is taken directly from the Bible. Within
this biblical framework or mindset, we can examine the underly-
ing principles of science, art, literature, politics, and recreation and
evaluate them in the light of God’s standards.

The Bible does not tell us exactly how to pass a test for our driv-
er’s license, but it does tell us that we should obey the government
by having a driver’s license if we drive a car. Also, it tells us that
we should glorify God in everything we do, including the way in
which we take the test for the driver’s license. Therefore, the Bible
does speak to every area of life in God’s world, either directly (as in
the case of spiritual warfare) or indirectly (as in the case of getting
a driver’s license).

Reliance upon experience and reason when dealing with prin-
ciples of spiritual warfare is so common today that we must evalu-
ate the role that experience and reason should play in finding the
truth about spiritual warfare. We must ask the same question that
Pontius Pilate asked Jesus: “What is truth?” (John 18:38). The an-
swer to this question will enable us to learn God’s principles about
spiritual warfare.

What is Truth?

Simply put, truth is what God says it is. People can find truth in
God’s Word. Something is true or false in terms of how it squares
with what God says about it, no matter what the majority of people
think on a given Gallup Poll. Truth is not a relative concept; it is
absolute and universal. There is not one truth that applies to one
person and an opposite truth that applies to someone else. If truth
were relative, situations would exist in which principles would apply
randomly to various people. For example, if two people jumped off
a tall building, then one might go up toward the sky while the other
one would plunge down to the pavement. Instead, all people fall
down because truth is true for all people. You cannot beat Christ’s
clear and simple statement on this subject: “Thy word is truth”
(John 17:17b).

Psalm 36:9 proclaims, “With Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy
light we see light” Psalm 119:130 declares, “The unfolding of Thy
words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple” The Bible
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tells us that we come to know truth by God’s gracious revelation of
Himself. We can respond to His Word either by submitting to it and
thinking God’s own thoughts or by rebelling against His light and
thinking our own thoughts. Therefore, two basic approaches to our
search for truth and knowledge exist. Either we are dependent upon
God and the light of His revelation, or we are independent of God
and attempt to discover truth by our own fallible thinking.

Finding the Truth

There might be two ways to search for truth, but there is only one
way to find truth, and that is by taking God’s word for it. In fact,
because “the sum of Thy word is truth” (Ps. 119:160), to look for
spiritual truth in any place other than God’s Word is to guarantee
that we will not find it. This point is driven home by Christ in His
comments about the two ways to search for truth: “Everyone who
comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them ... is like a
man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the
rock” (Luke 6:47-48).

Christ is saying that stability in life starts with trust in His
Word, and we must dig deep to lay a sure foundation upon the rock
of God’s Word. Many Christians are convinced that God’s Word is
true, but they do not dig deep into God’s Word to build their lives
upon God’s bedrock of truth. The benefit of laying our foundation
for life upon the rock is that “when a flood arose, the river burst
against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well
built” (v. 48b).

The believer who is truly grounded upon God’s Word will not
be wiped out by the flood of problems that we all face in life. Those
who do not have confidence that God’s Word is the rock will fail,
along with those who have not taken the time or made the effort
to dig down to the bedrock. Christ depicts “the one who has heard,
and has not acted accordingly” to someone who “built a house upon
the ground without any foundation; and the river burst against it
and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great”
(v. 49).

The emphasis of Christ’s contrast is between the one who dug
down to the rock and built a proper foundation and the one who
did not extend the effort to dig but just built upon the ground with-
out adequate preparation. Those who are not grounded upon the
foundation of God’s Word are not able to withstand the storms of
life without suffering severe damage. When the spiritual battle heats
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up in their lives, they fall apart and end up living as if they were
still under Satan’s control. Those who are founded upon the truth
find God and His Word to be more than sufficient in handling the
adversities of life. When the battle comes to them, they are able to
stand firm and are not tossed about by the winds of false doctrine
(Eph. 4:11-14).

Which Viewpoint?

There are only two basic ways of looking at things: God’s way, which
we will call divine viewpoint, or man’s way, which we will call hu-
man viewpoint. From beginning to end, the Bible expresses one
consistent view of life and addresses every issue of life from that
viewpoint—God’s viewpoint on life. Understanding and applying
God’s viewpoint leads to capacity for life, love, and happiness, but
living according to human viewpoint leads to death: “There is a way
which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Prov.
14:12; 16:25).

Divine viewpoint and human viewpoint can be illustrated by
the two basic approaches that a parent can use when assembling a
new toy for his child’s Christmas present. One approach is to read
the instructions and follow the steps provided by the manufacturer
who made the toy. If the instructions are clear and if the parent has
read and understood the directions, then the parent can produce a
toy that is properly assembled and ready for the child to play with
it. The person operating from divine viewpoint studies God’s Word
diligently so he can look at life through God’s eyes—His Word—and
apply it to his own life. What satisfying results when one follows the
directions carefully!

The other approach is used when the parent either does not want
to bother to read the instructions or does not want to acknowledge
that he is dependent upon something or someone other than him-
self to do the project right. Sometimes we think that we are familiar
enough with a particular kind of toy that we can rely solely on our
intuition or experience to assemble it. This assumption is similar to
our living on the basis of human viewpoint about life and spiritual
matters. No matter the cost, we think that we must do it ourselves
without reading, understanding, and following the manufacturer’s
instructions. More often than not, this approach results in a toy that
fails to work properly or a frustrated parent who cannot understand
why the manufacturer included all of those extra parts!
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Independence and Idolatry

Independence and idolatry are the two main reasons for adopting
the human viewpoint in our search for truth. Independence—char-
acterized by self-assertion, self-rule, or self-law—forms the founda-
tion of idolatry. In the arena of knowledge, the independent person
constructs a worldview based on his own limited experience and
reason. This is what Adam and Eve did, and it resulted in their trag-
ic sin. An independent or autonomous person has an attitude of
inner hostility toward God’s revelation and creation (Rom. 3:10-12;
8:5-11). Because God has left His fingerprints upon virtually every-
thing, it is not surprising to see rebellious humanity attempting to
wipe oft God’s set of fingerprints and replace them with their own.
This fact explains why unbelievers often are not even aware that
they are rebelling against certain things.

Although it is true that the person who is operating on human
viewpoint may include certain ideas from God’s Word that are true
(just as Satan did in the Garden), these ideas are always modified
or interpreted to fit the person’s self-determined framework. This
tendency can be compared to one’s taking pieces from one jigsaw
puzzle to fill the gaps left by missing pieces in another puzzle. The
pieces may or may not fit exactly, but in their new place, they have
a different meaning because they are in a different context. As Paul
said in Romans 1:25, the way of the human viewpoint is to exchange
“the truth of God for a lie” Never will an independent thinker bow
his knee to the full authority of God’s Word.

Whenever the God of the Bible is removed from the picture,
something else takes His place. This is what the Bible calls idolatry.
As Romans 1:18-25 makes clear, when the Creator is not the object
of worship, the only candidates remaining are found in the creation.
Whether the object of worship is a physical idol, an idea, or a life-
style, ultimately it is man that is being worshiped because man is the
one who attempts to control the situation by determining what will
be worshiped. Idolatry is the worship of anything in place of the God
of the Bible. All gods other than the God of the Bible are simply pro-
jections of man’s own self. The narcissism of contemporary America
is a classic example of this self-worship.

Two Pursuits of Truth
Within the realm of human viewpoint, people usually attempt to
establish truth in two general ways. The first approach in attempt-
ing to find truth independent of God and His Word is often called
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reason or rationalism. In its pure form, rationalism is the belief that
each person is born with certain innate ideas. The rationalist claims
that, on the basis of these innate ideas, man can use reason and log-
ic alone to discover ultimate truth. The rationalist does not believe
that he must be dependent upon God’s Word to think true thoughts
about reality. Because rationalists do not think that they need God’s
Word to think accurately, they replace God’s Word as the starting
point with the arrogant assumption that their own logic and reason
alone are sufficient for arriving at truth. What idolatry! However,
because the rationalist cannot prove those innate ideas, he is left
with an uncertain foundation.

Divine viewpoint does not reject the use of reason or logic—af-
ter all, God gave us a logical mind to use—but it rejects the indepen-
dent or autonomous use of reason and logic. The divine viewpoint
uses reason and logic dependently, starting with God’s revelation as
a basis for thinking God’s thoughts after Him. This use is called the
dependent use of logic: logic used under the authority of God’s Word
to maintain consistency of thought in accordance with God’s Word.
The all-knowing God has already told us through revelation what is
true, and dependent logic seeks to apply this truth to every issue in
life to see how it does or does not correspond with God’s revelation.
A person would be illogical to start with error, or a mixture of truth
and error, to try to end up with truth. Only when you start with
pure truth as a foundation can you arrive at the full truth in all of
its ramifications. The psalmist declared, “In Thy light we see light”
(Ps. 36:9).

The Misuse of Logic
Human viewpoint, on the other hand, uses reason and logic as the
ultimate authority to determine what is possible and what is not
possible. Reason is used to determine what can and cannot be, and
then these conclusions are imposed on the Bible. This process is ev-
ident in the thinking of those who reject the Bible’s accounts of the
miraculous. Because they cannot explain miracles on the basis of
their own reason, they, when reading miraculous accounts in the
Bible, reject these accounts as superstitious explanations. A ratio-
nalist denies the possibility that demons could possess and influ-
ence people—if he accepts the existence of demons at all. Because
he cannot arrive at the existence of demons on the basis of his own
reason and logic, he rejects the unseen world entirely. Instead, he
seeks to explain it in terms of some naturalistic, cause-effect theory

20



because this is the only world he personally knows; he has rejected
the witness of God’s Word. This attitude elevates human reason to
the position of ultimate authority: human reason determines what
is and is not true in God’s Word. By putting reason at a higher level
than the Bible, reason replaces God and so becomes an idol.

The real conflict is not between using reason at all and not using
reason at all but between using reason under the authority of God
and using reason independently of God. The true issue is the prop-
er place and use of logic. Human viewpoint uses logic idolatrously,
placing it in the arena reserved exclusively for God’s Word.

The fatal flaw in this use of reason is that it provides no external,
objective criterion for evaluating its conclusions because it rejects
the Bible as a valid criterion. Ultimately, this position must lapse
into some form of subjectivity, such as mysticism or emotional-
ism, because reason alone can never establish an objective criterion
upon which to determine why one thing is true and another thing
is not true.

The rationalist rejects the resurrection of Christ as irrational
by asserting that his reason is so great and his knowledge is so ex-
tensive that he knows for a fact that such a thing as resurrection
could never have happened. This attitude is not only arrogant but
also extremely subjective. God never intended people to use rea-
son as a tool to establish what is ultimately true; this is the role of
God’s Word alone. Reason and logic were given as tools to enable
us to study God’s Word and to help us think consistently in terms of
it so we may faithfully apply it in every area of our lives. We are
stressing this point because it is crucial to recognize that reason
and experience are miserable failures when it comes to providing
sure knowledge about God, angels, the nature of man, the need for
salvation, and the meaning of life. Only the Bible provides the basis
for such knowledge. Ultimately, the consistent rationalist must reject
the existence of God, angels, and demons because he has no way of
verifying their existence.

Misusing Experience
Because independent reason cannot serve as a basis for arriving at
the truth about God, angels, man, salvation, and the meaning of life,
philosophers have searched elsewhere for a solid rock on which to
build their views. This second human-viewpoint approach to truth
is often called experience or empiricism, and it is the backbone of the
scientific method. Empiricists believe that one can attain knowledge
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of ultimate truth on the basis of sense perceptions. They claim that
by observing, collecting facts, forming hypotheses, testing hypoth-
eses, and further testing of sense data, man can ultimately arrive at
true knowledge about the existence of God, angels, the nature of
man, salvation, and the meaning of life.

Although the empirical approach—when used correctly—does
have a place within the plan of God, human viewpoint once again
misuses God’s intended purpose for this ability. Through the use
of empiricism in science, people can make many important obser-
vations about God’s creation. Empirical observations have helped
propel great advances in industry and technology in the last two
centuries. Yet, without a framework that consistently interprets and
applies the results of empirical observations, competing and contra-
dictory systems of thought develop. Furthermore, man’s experience,
even when it is extended through historical witness and instruments
to observe the microscopic, is still limited. Only the Word of God
provides an adequate basis for consistently evaluating and applying
the results of empiricism.

Ants and Angels

If we rely solely on empiricism apart from biblical revelation, we
will not always draw accurate conclusions. A look at the work hab-
its and social behavior of ants provides an interesting illustration.
One observer would note that there are multiple mates for any one
female. Another person might observe that the ants are industrious
workers. Without the biblical framework, human-viewpoint think-
ers could take both observations and apply them to human society.
In fact, some modern sociologists have done just that by observing
the rarity of monogamy in the animal kingdom and suggesting that
multiple mates would be a better situation in human life, thereby
rejecting the biblical idea of one mate until death. In contrast to the
subjectivity of this approach, the Bible gives us the framework for
rightly applying the data discovered through observation. We are to
learn from the ants in their diligence but not in their mating habits
(Prov. 6:6-11).

This same principle applies in the area of the existence of angels
and demons. The empiricist will gather all of the information he
can from those who claim to have had some experience with an an-
gel or a demon or from those who have helped deliver people from
demonic influence. He will find out what they learned from these
encounters and which methods, in their opinion, proved successful
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in delivering a person from the demonic oppression. He will col-
lect these case studies and then draw conclusions about what we
are to do when we encounter a demon. Even when he does con-
sult the Bible in this process, no matter how high the empiricist’s
view of Scripture, in practice he treats the Bible as just another voice
or witness to demonic activity. This assumption always results in
his adjusting the biblical teaching on demons until it fits with the
conclusions of various experiences.

Adding to Scripture

Numerous problems exist with the pure empirical method, but the
fundamental problem is a rejection of the complete sufficiency of
Scripture. Rather than believing that the Bible tells us everything
we need to know about angels and demons, the empiricist seeks to
find out more. Rather than being satisfied with what God has said
on the subject, the empiricist bases his understanding of demons on
experiences that he or other people have had. This insistence ulti-
mately leads to much speculation about demons: what they do, what
they look like, what their names are, how to perform exorcisms, and
how to protect ourselves from demons. We should remember that
the Bible expressly forbids such speculation because it goes beyond
the information contained in the Scriptures (1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Tim. 1:4;
2 Tim. 2:23).

One writer demonstrates this contemporary use of experience
over Scripture in his treatment of spiritual warfare with territorial
spirits. He suggests that even as it is a common practice to discov-
er the names of specific demons to deliver an afflicted individu-
al, “it might be reasonable to postulate that it could also be done
with territorial spirits.”! Experience is then relied upon in order to
determine the names of territorial spirits:

Latin American Rita Cabezas has done considerable research
on the names of the highest levels of the hierarchy of Satan. I will
not at this point describe her research methodology except to men-
tion that the beginning stages were associated with her extensive
psychological/deliverance practice and that it later evolved into
receiving revelatory words of knowledge. She has discovered that
directly under Satan are six worldwide principalities, named (allow-
ing that this was done in Spanish) Damian, Asmodeo, Menguelesh,
Arios, Beelzebub and Nosferasteus. Under each, she reports, are

1 C. Peter Wagner and E Douglas Pennoger, eds., Wrestling with Dark Angels
(Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990), 84-5.
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six governors over each nation. For example, those over Costa Rica
are Shiebo, Quiebo, Ameneo, Mephistopheles, Nostradamus and
Azazel. Those over the U.S.A. are Ralphes, Anoritho, Manchester,
Apolion, Deviltook, and one unnamed governor.?

Like any good empiricist, this writer does not fully rely upon
this information alone but seeks verification. But verification is
found only circumstantially in the Bible. Considered as having equal
validity with the Bible are the Dictionary of Gods and Goddesses,
Devils, and Demons, the Apocrypha, Paradise Lost, and The Pilgrim’s
Progress (which are the other sources used to validate the preced-
ing statement). The whole statement is treated as having credibility
simply because two of the names happen to have been mentioned
in the Bible.

Borderline Spiritism

This type of activity comes dangerously close to spiritism, in which
information gained either directly or indirectly from demonic en-
counters is made a part of teaching on demons. In the same paper
on territorial spirits, the author accepts as valid the information re-
ceived from a former occult leader regarding the number of demons
and their operations in Nigeria.? This information was acquired while
he was an occult leader, and so its source is demonic. We must re-
member that Satan is a liar and a deceiver. Methods that he and the
demons use are often designed to confuse and distract Christians by
getting them involved in illegitimate areas, with the result that they
unwittingly end up serving Satan’s ends rather than God’s ends.

An extreme example of this situation occurred in the mid-1970s.
A man named John found wide acceptance in certain Christian cir-
cles by giving people “inside information” about Satan and his cur-
rent schemes to which he had access as a former Satanist. His teach-
ings included such information as the proper names of some of the
demons, how they are organized, and certain of their strategies and
tactics. None of this information was gleaned from the Bible; rather,
it was gained from the time the man spent as a Satanist upon which
time he relied even as a believer. Many people within Christian cir-
cles were eager to listen to this information gleaned from demons
until they learned that the occult expert had fabricated much of what
he was saying while simultaneously seducing young Christian girls.

2 Ibid., 85.
3 Ibid., 76.
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Deceptions and Discrepancies

We are so limited in our ability truly to discern what is taking place
in the spirit realm that we are often completely distracted and, in
some cases, downright duped. Several years ago, an associate of
ours, whom we will call Bill, was involved in counseling a woman
whose background was marked by years of sexual abuse. From early
childhood, she had been raped and sexually abused by her father.
When she was in her twenties, she heard the gospel and put her
faith in Jesus Christ as her Savior. Although saved, she still strug-
gled with many issues rooted in her past. During the time that Bill
was counseling her, he discussed her case with a pastor from Fort
Worth, who suggested that the reason this girl had never had victo-
ry over these past problems was demonic influence or possession.
He believed that demons were involved in every case of sexual abuse
and suggested an exorcism.

One night, Bill and the woman met with three pastors in Fort
Worth for an exorcism. They apparently contacted seven different
demons, which they then cast out of her. The woman went home
much relieved; however, her “healing” had only short-term results
because she still had problems.

Several months later, Bill discovered a series of discrepancies in
the woman’s account of her life, and he began to question if any sex-
ual abuse had ever occurred in the first place. He and another man
who had also counseled her then confronted her with the evidence,
and she admitted that most of what she had said and done was made
up. When they asked her about the exorcism episode, she finally
admitted that it had all been an act motivated by her confusion and
what she perceived to be the expectations of her counselors.

Since then, we have discovered that this woman has had a long
history of using her problems as a means of gaining attention and
care from other Christians. Over a period of several years, she has
gone from church to church and from group to group with the sad
story of her life. Each time, some concerned and caring Christians
have taken her in to help her. However, each time they discovered
her deception, and then she would drop out of sight temporarily
only to surface again at another church. She is now under the care
of a nationally known biblical counselor. According to him, she was
never demon possessed or demon influenced in the first place, and
the whole episode only served to complicate an already complex
spiritual problem.
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The Failure of Secular Systems

The point of this story is to show that two groups of people, both
of whom claim to be biblical, attempted to help an unfortunate
woman. In one case, the solution was sought through a demonic
deliverance; in the other case, the solution was sought through the
use of Scripture in counseling. We are not attempting here to de-
cide whether this girl was ever demonized. The point we are making
is that one particular group of pastors, who had had years of ex-
perience in a deliverance ministry and had developed a technique
of dealing with demonized people based on experience, was ap-
parently fooled. If they were not, then their empirically developed
deliverance techniques were a failure.

Any time we base a technique for dealing with demonized peo-
ple on anything other than the clear teaching of the Word of God,
we are doomed to failure. In fact, using any approach based on in-
formation not directly derived from the Scriptures is, in practice, a
denial of the authority and sufficiency of the Bible. These examples
simply show the inadequacy of personal experience in validating
demon possession.

In the last two centuries, many philosophical systems have
sought to combine rationalism and empiricism. However, if neither
of these two methods can arrive at certainty about God and the spir-
itual realm on their own, combining them will not solve the problem
either. Rationalism and empiricism both fail to provide an adequate
basis for objectively verifying knowledge about the spiritual realm.
How then can we know about the existence of God and angels and
about the nature of man, salvation, and the meaning of life?

The Only True Basis
The only trustworthy basis for knowledge about the supernatural is
God’s revelation. Because man is incapable of arriving at ultimate
truth through his own resources, whether through reason or sense
data, he must rely upon God’s revelation. In Romans 1, Paul tells us
that although human beings have a clear testimony of God in the
creation all around them, they reject that evidence because they are
sinners: “That which is known about God is evident within them;
for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so
that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they
did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile
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in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened” (Rom.
1:19-21). The effect of Adam’s sin on the abilities of the human mind
is extensive and must never be underestimated when one is
discussing the issue of knowing truth. The preceding passage from
Roman 1 tells us that man’s heart is darkened. Romans 3:11-12 says,
“There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God;
All have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is
none who does good, there is not even one.” Paul again stresses the
effects of sin in Romans 8:7-8: “The mind set on the flesh is hostile
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it
is not even able to do so; and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God”

God describes the effect of sin on man in a number of different
ways: He says that the unsaved are in darkness, that Satan works
within them, that they are blind and ignorant, that they willfully
suppress the truth, and that they are enslaved to sin and unrigh-
teousness. The only path out of this predicament is the lucid Word
of God.

The Only Deliverer

The eighth chapter of the Gospel of John tells us of a very import-
ant dialogue between Jesus and some of the Jewish leaders. In that
exchange, He said, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (v. 32). It is the Word of God that brings light into
darkness and tells us everything we need to know about sin and
Satan and how to be set free from them. Remember Psalm 119:130,
which we noted earlier: “The unfolding of Thy words gives light; it
gives understanding to the simple”

Some Pharisees, who were in the crowd, objected to Christ’s
statement, claiming that because they were Abraham’s offspring,
they did not need to be liberated. In fact, however, they were en-
slaved in at least four ways: They were in bondage to the Roman
Empire, they were in bondage to the religious traditions of the
Pharisees, they were in bondage to Satan, and they were in bond-
age to sin. Jesus stated that the only means of freedom was through
Him: “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free
indeed” (John 8:36).

The only source of deliverance from bondage is Jesus Christ.
According to Colossians 1:13, all people are born in the domain of
darkness, but through faith in Jesus Christ, we are delivered from
the domain of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Jesus
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Christ. If you have never taken the opportunity to put your faith
alone in Christ alone, you, too, are enslaved to sin and Satan, and
the only way you can be free is to trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior.

The Equipment You Need

We hope that you have seen in this chapter that as God’s creatures,
we are dependent upon His Word alone as the sole basis for eval-
uating our thoughts and experiences in relationship to everything,
especially those things with which He has dealt specifically, such
as God, angels, demons, the nature of man, the need for salvation,
and the meaning of life. Although most Christians agree in theory
that God’s Word is sufficient to deal with the issues of Christian liv-
ing, more and more Christians are denying the sufficiency of God’s
Word in daily practice. Rather than relying on the Bible alone, they
seek more information about Satan and demons and end up relying
upon information gained from former occult leaders and from var-
ious experiences with demons. This information is then taught to
Christians as biblical doctrine when, in fact, its source is demonic
(read 1 Tim. 4:1).

In subsequent chapters, we will show that God’s Word alone is
sufficient to equip you to be a winner in your struggle against the
world, the flesh, and the Devil.
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3
ORIGINS OF CONFLICT

You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will
raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on
the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself
like the Most High.”

Isaiah 14:13-14

A glimpse of the evening news or the daily newspaper reminds us
that evil is a very real problem in this world. War, rape, murder,
famine, terrorism, and child abuse all reveal to us that life is not
what it ought to be or what we expect it to be. All people seem to
have this awareness. Not only is life different from what it ought to
be in the hopes and dreams of humanity, but also natural disasters
such as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes all testify
that even in the realm of nature things are not what they ought to
be. How did things get so messed up? Is this just the way it happens
to be, simply the product of our naturally evolving impersonal uni-
verse, or is there something more to it?

Four Explanations
When we are confronted with the existence of evil, only four possible
explanations can be offered. The first three explanations resolve the
problem of evil on the basis of finite human rationalism, empiricism,
or acombination of the two apart from the Scriptures. The first expla-
nation denies the ultimate reality of evil: Present suffering is merely
an illusion. This view is reflected in the thinking of the Greek philos-
ophy of Platonism, some Eastern religions, and most mind-science
religions, such as Christian Science.* Sometimes these systems of

4 See. D.R. McConnell, A Different Gospel (Peabody, Mass.:Hendrickson, 1988),
for a detailed analysis of how these metaphysical, mind-science ideas have in-
filtrated Christianity. When Christians have an impoverished and nonbiblical
understanding of suffering, they become vulnerable to false doctrines that shift
responsibility away from the individual or diminish the reality of suffering, misery,
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thought claim to be dualistic, recognizing some form of evil. At
best, they only give evil lip service. Because ultimate reality in those
systems is “one,” they must—to be consistent—deny the ultimate ex-
istence of real evil. According to this first answer, the suffering and
misery that we encounter in everyday life is simply an illusion; it is
not reality. Pain and suffering are merely delusions because we fail to
have the right knowledge; true reality exists on some higher plane.
A second way to resolve the problem of evil denies the existence
of morality. This view rejects the sense of a moral “ought.” Evil, suf-
fering, and misery are simply natural parts of the natural universe,
and all that is must be good. Darwinian evolution asserts the surviv-
al of the fittest, a principle that necessitates that struggle and death
are the normal realities of the universe; therefore, there is no good
or bad, just relative differences. Some states are better than others.
Because everything is relative, no basis exists for morality, for dis-
tinguishing between good and evil. T. H. Huxley, noted evolutionist
and “Darwin’s bulldog,” recognized this principle:
The thief and murderer follow nature just as much as the
philanthropist. Cosmic evolution may teach us how the
good and evil tendencies of man may have come about:
but, in itself, it is incompetent to furnish any better rea-
son why what we call good is preferable to what we call
evil than we had before.

Huxley was consistent with his naturalistic assumptions.

A third way by which people have sought to resolve the problem
of evil is simply to resign themselves to accept this tension as part
of the absurdity of life. This is the answer of modern existentialism,
which says that there are no rational explanations for life, so just
enjoy your life despite its irrationality. Frank Sinatra’s popular song
“That’s Life” embodies this approach. He sings, “You're riding high
in April, shot down in May.” The rest of the song conveys the idea
that you just have to learn to roll with the punches because that is
simply the nature of life.

In contrast to these three attempts to resolve the problem of
evil on the basis of the independent use of human reason and
experience, the Bible clearly teaches that evil is neither an illusion
nor natural. God’s original creation was holy and perfect and devoid

and despair in this life because we live in a fallen world. One consequence of this
kind of thinking is to blame someone else or something else (such as demons) for
personal suffering, addictions, and heartache.

5> Quoted by Cyril Bibby in TH Huxley (New York: Horizon Press, 1960), 84.

30



of evil. Perfect God can create only perfection. Evil in the universe
is the direct consequence of the sin of the angelic creature Lucifer;
thus, evil and suffering are not normal but abnormal, introduced by
the rebellious decision of the creature. This sin, this act of rebellion
on the part of the creature, introduced discord into the universe and
initiated the angelic rebellion against God, the invisible war in the
heavenly realm. It is in this cosmic conflict that the human race is
enmeshed. Autonomous human reason and experience cannot re-
veal this to us; only the infallible revelation of God in the Bible can
do that.

How the War Began

Before we can begin to understand our role in this war, why we are
involved, and what we should do about it, we must first understand
how the war began. The Bible clearly reveals Lucifer’s attempt to es-
tablish his own rebel kingdom in defiance of God. From the biblical
account of this takeover plot we learn of Lucifer’s goals and strat-
egies, his abilities, how he subverted the human race and brought
them under his authority and kingdom, and how God provided a
way for the human race to renounce their allegiance to this evil rul-
er. By turning to God when we accept His free offer of salvation
in Jesus Christ, we are rebelling against the unholiness and evil of
Satan and his kingdom. At that instant, we are transferred from the
dominion of Satan to the kingdom of God (Acts 26:18).

The Bible tells us that Satan is the prince of darkness, the “rul-
er of this world” (John 12:31; 16:11), and the “god of this world”
(2 Cor. 4:4). During this present time, God has allowed Satan to
have his own realm, domain, or kingdom, and Satan’s kingdom of
darkness wages intense war against God’s kingdom of light. Light
and darkness are often used in the Bible as figures of speech for
God’s kingdom (light in 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 1:5, 7) and Satan’s king-
dom (darkness in Luke 22:53; Eph. 5:8; 6:12; 1 Peter 2:9). Satan is the
archenemy of every believer. Scripture clearly teaches that everyone
is originally born in Satan’s “domain of darkness” (Col. 1:13; cf. Acts
26:18). The original Greek word for “domain” (exousia) means “au-
thority” When we are born, we are under the authority of Satan,
who is the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4); yet, when we turn to God
at the point of salvation by trusting in Jesus Christ as our Savior,
this same verse says that we are transferred to the kingdom of His
beloved Son. The allegiance of the Christian is now given to God
rather than to Satan. Christians have become holy rebels against the

31



god of this age. If we are going to be champions for God in this spir-
itual warfare, we must understand exactly what the Bible teaches
about Satan, how he became Satan, and his goal for planet Earth.

The Sons of God

The first creatures that God created to inhabit His kingdom were
an order of rational, spirit beings called angels. Both the Greek an-
gelos and the Hebrew malak mean “messenger;” indicating one of
the roles of these remarkable creatures. One of the oldest books of
the Bible tells us of Job, who faced an incredible number of per-
sonal tragedies. After resisting the bad advice of friends and fam-
ily to blame his suffering on his own failures or to “curse God and
die;” Job finally succumbed and began to question the goodness and
judgment of God. When God replied to Job, He never explained to
Job the reason for the adversity, but, through a series of questions,
God focused Job’s attention on his own limitations in contrast to the
Lord’s essence and right to rule creation according to His perfect
knowledge. Hidden in these questions are insights into the original
creation of the universe:

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth!Tell

Me, if you have understanding, Who set its measurements,

since you know? Or who stretched the line on it? On what

were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, When

the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God

shouted for joy?

At the time of the creation of the earth, all the angels were still
unified. The term “sons of God” is an expression used in the Old
Testament to refer to angels.” There was no hint of division or rebel-
lion, no pride, no one trying to outdo anyone else. They all rejoiced
together over God’s new creation!

The Highest of the Angels
This unity soon dissolved. At some point, a tragic split occurred
among the angelic host. The highest of all of the angels, Lucifer,
decided that he wanted to be like God. When God removed this
rebellious angel from his position of authority, Lucifer gathered a

6 Job 38:4-7

7 Gordon Wenham, Genesis, Word Biblical Commentary, Vol. 1 (Waco: Word
Books, 1987), 136 ff; Umberto Cassuto, Genesis, Vol. 1 (Jerusalem: Magnes Press),
291-292; Stephen C. Lovelady, “The bene-haelohim Pericope: A Biblical and Theo-
logical Study” (Unpublished Th.M. Thesis, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,
1986).
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group of other angels and led a revolt against God. Two passages in
Scripture describe these events, revealing critical information about
Lucifer/Satan (Ezek. 28:11-19; Isa. 14:12-15). Understanding the
principles that are revealed in these passages will help us know our
enemy and avoid falling into his traps. Nowhere in the Scripture is
there any indication that he has changed since that day of rebellion.
The prophet Ezekiel describes this calamitous event (Ezek.
28:11-19). At the beginning of this chapter, Ezekiel is instructed to
take up a lament against the prince or leader of the city of Tyre (vv.
1-10). In this funeral dirge, Ezekiel pronounces judgment upon the
prince of Tyre because he has said in his heart that he is a god. In
verses 11-19, a second lament is taken up, but here it is directed
not to the prince of Tyre but to the king of Tyre, clearly a different
personage. The things said of this king of Tyre could not possibly
apply to a human leader of Tyre. For example, he is said to have
existed in Eden, the garden of God (v. 13) and to have been created
blameless (v. 15). The individual addressed in this section is the real
power behind the human king of Tyre: Satan or Lucifer. Often in
Scripture Satan is addressed through the creature that he influenc-
es. For example, when Jesus foretold His crucifixion, Peter began
to rebuke Him. But Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me,
Satan!” (Matt. 16:23). Peter was not possessed by Satan at that point;
nothing in the language of the text would suggest that. Peter voiced
an objection that represented the agenda of Satan to forestall the
saving work of Christ on the cross. Because he represented Satan’s
agenda, Christ addressed the ultimate problem behind the objec-
tion: Satan. A second example is when God pronounced a curse
on Satan in Genesis 3:14-15. There, God addressed Satan indirectly
through the serpent. So the “king of Tyre” mentioned here is none
other than Satan himself.
Here is how Ezekiel describes Lucifer in 28:12-16:
Take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to
him, “Thus says the Lord God, You had the seal of per-
fection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in
Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your
covering: the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl,
the onyx, and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise,
and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your
settings and sockets, was in you. On the day that you were
created they were prepared. You were the anointed cherub
who covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy
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mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones

of fire. You were blameless in your ways from the day you

were created, until unrighteousness was found in you. By

the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with

violence, and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as pro-

fane from the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you,

O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
Before his fall, Lucifer was a magnificent creature, the most
incredible of all God’s handiwork.

Model of Perfection

This awesome creature is the model or prototype of perfection. He is
described as “having the seal of perfection,” which in the Hebrew
has the idea of one who sets the standard. Just as the national stan-
dard for all measurement is in the National Bureau of Standards, so
Lucifer was the ultimate standard of perfection. This quality high-
lights his superiority over all other creatures. Later, in Ezekiel 28:15,
we are told that he was blameless, or perfect, in all his ways.

As the prototype or pattern of perfection, he was also the most
beautiful and glorious of the angels; he was “full of beauty” His ap-
pearance was nothing less than magnificent, and this was further
enhanced by his dress. His splendid personal adornment indicated
the most elevated of creaturely positions. His raiment was adorned
with a brilliant collection of precious stones. Whenever these jew-
els are mentioned together in Scripture, they have something to do
with the very presence of God. If you were a Jew at that time, this
description would instantly remind you of the uniform of the High
Priest of Israel. Eight of the nine jewels were in the breastplate worn
by the High Priest of Israel (Exod. 28:17-20), and six are also found
in the foundation stones of the wall of the New Jerusalem (Rev.
21:19-20).

Another way that Lucifer exemplified perfection was in his in-
telligence, for he was “full of wisdom” Wisdom in the Bible is not
simply vast academic knowledge but the ability to skillfully apply
that information to produce incomparable art that glorifies God. No
other of God’s creatures has matched his intelligence, understanding,
and skill.

Not only did he have looks and brains, but he also possessed the
power and authority to go with these qualities. He was “the anointed
cherub.” The word anointed means “one who is set apart to God for
a special task” This is the same word that is transliterated Messiah
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and is rendered in English by the word Christ in the New Testament.
Lucifer is the first creature ever designated as “the anointed one.” In
Scripture, three groups of people were anointed: prophets, priests,
and kings. Prophets speak God’s word to people, priests carry the
worship of the people to God, and kings rule over subjects. Before
he sinned, Lucifer functioned as a prophet, a priest, and a king. He
was the ruler of the angels and led them in their worship and praise
of God.

An Anointed Cherub

Lucifer was a cherub, one of the highest ranks of angels associated
with the glory and presence of God. When God instructed Moses to
build the ark of the covenant, He told him to place on top of it two
cherubim looking down upon the mercy seat (Exod. 37:9). Their
wings were to cover the mercy seat, and this is the same word for
covering that is used here in Ezekiel 28:13-14. Typically, the im-
age that comes to mind when people hear cherubim mentioned is
that of a baby with wings. This absurd notion has no basis at all in
Scripture but was the innovation of medieval artists. Scripture has a
completely different description of cherubim:

This was their appearance: they had human form. Each of

them had four faces and four wings. And their legs were

straight and their feet were like a calf’s hoof, and they

gleamed like burnished bronze. Under their wings on their

four sides were human hands. As for the faces and wings

of the four of them, their wings touched one another. Their

faces did not turn when they moved; each went straight

forward. As for the form of their faces, each had the face

of a man, all four had the face of a lion on the right and

the face of a bull on the left, and all four had the face of an

eagle (Ezekiel 1:5-10).

Images of cherubim were also embroidered on the veil or screen
which separated the innermost room of the tabernacle, the Holy of
Holies, from the outer room, the Holy Place. They were earthly sym-
bols of God’s heavenly throne room. The word for veil is the same
word that is translated “covering” Apparently, Lucifer’s position in
the throne room of God involved personally covering the throne of
God with his wings. He held a very exalted position indeed!

That Lucifer operated in the very presence of God is further em-
phasized by the statements in Ezekiel 28:13-14 that he was in “Eden,
the garden of God” Eden could refer to the earthly Garden of Eden,
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but the context here indicates the heavenly throne of God because
he was “on the holy mountain of God” and “walked in the midst of
the stones of fire” (a phrase used of God’s presence).

As far as a creature can be said to be perfect, this one was. His
appearance was so impressive and brilliant that Isaiah referred to
him as Lucifer (14:12 KJV), which means “lightbearer” and was a
reference to the morning star, the planet Venus. This luminary an-
nounces the coming of the sun by its reflection of the sun’s light. In
the same way, Satan appears to have been the herald of God through
his reflections of God’s glory.

Turning Point
Perfect God can create nothing less than perfection. God did not
originate evil; evil originated from the disobedient choice of the
creature. The reason is given in the next verse (Ezek. 28:16): “By the
abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence,
and you sinned”” If we read between the lines a little, we see Eze-
kiel's analogy with the culture of Tyre—a maritime power whose
economy was built upon trade. Because the people of Tyre excelled
as merchants and had a positive trade balance that elevated them
above other nations, they sought to take advantage of this fact to
build their own kingdom. Apparently, part of Lucifer’s responsibili-
ty was to carry the worship of the angelic hosts to God in his priestly
function, and in so doing, he began to trade on his influence to build
his own kingdom. When Lucifer sinned, Satan’s career began. The
exact nature of this sin is further described by the prophet Isaiah.
The Lord commanded Isaiah to “take up this taunt against the

king of Babylon” (Isa. 14:4). A taunt was a discourse designed to
humble those who have rebelled against God. As in the Ezekiel pas-
sage, the taunt is directed against a human king, but the statements
go far beyond the sin of any human king.

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning,

son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth,

you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your

heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above

the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in

the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of

the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” Never-

theless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of

the pit (Isaiah 14:12-15).
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Sin began not with an external act but with the internal decision
of his soul. Five times Satan said, “I will...” These statements reveal
the essence of sin: the assertion of the creature’s right to self-deter-
mination, independence from God, and personal autonomy. This
fact explains why the autonomous or independent use of reason, ex-
perience, or anything else is an expression of rebellion against God.

The Ultimate in Self-Esteem

Lucifer became so impressed with his own beauty, brilliance, intel-
ligence, power, and position that he began to desire for himself the
honor and glory that belonged to God alone. No creature ever felt
better about himself or had a better self-image than Satan. He was
no longer satisfied with obeying God; instead, he wanted to over-
throw God and be God himself. Filled with the violence of rebel-
lion, he rejected the authority of God in his life, ignored the fact that
he was who he was only because God had made him that way, and
led a revolt against God. The result was judgment. He was cast away
as profane (Ezek. 28:16). Profane is the opposite of holy; Lucifer
became unholy because of his rebellion.

Lucifer’s fall was the result of his decision to strive after self-ex-
altation, to assert his own position rather than to remain in a posi-
tion of service to God. In other words, he gave in to arrogance and
pride. (The New Testament constantly reminds Christians to avoid
arrogance as the sin of the Devil [1 Tim. 3:6] and that God is against
the arrogant [1 Peter 5:5]).

When Lucifer sinned, he did not sin alone but led a massive
angelic revolt against God. As he carried out his commerce among
the angels, he began to entice and seduce a number of them to serve
him rather than God. When he sinned and was judged by God, these
angels followed him, and the insurrection mushroomed. Scripture
indicates that about a third of the angels followed him in his rebel-
lion (Rev. 12:4). These fallen or unholy angels are referred to in the
Scripture as demons, evil spirits, or unclean spirits.®

What'’s in a Name?
Throughout the Scriptures, we find that names and titles indicate
something about a person’s character. For example, Isaiah 9:6 records
a prophecy about Jesus Christ that gives us four titles that describe
His character: “His name will be called Wonderful Counselor,

8 Some people have taught that they are the spirits of a pre-Adamic race or the
souls of the wicked who have died, but no basis in Scripture exists for this opinion.
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Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” These names tell us
about the character of the Messiah. Wonderful Counselor refers to
the Messiah, who will bring counsel for eternal life and will rule
with perfect wisdom (Isa. 11:2). Mighty God identifies Him with the
power of God, which will ultimately be victorious over evil. Eternal
Father is a poor translation, for the Messiah is not God the Father.
A better translation is “Father of Eternity,” a Hebrew idiom indicat-
ing that this personage would possess the attribute of eternality, an
attribute unique to deity. Prince of Peace indicates that He is the one
who brings peace, both personal and, eventually worldwide, when
He inaugurates the Davidic kingdom at the Second Coming.

Just as we learn many important things about the Lord Jesus
Christ from the titles and names given to Him, so we also learn
much about Satan from the titles and names given to him. It is im-
portant for us to examine these so we can accurately understand
what he can do and his role in this age.

Serpent, dragon. In the Garden of Eden, a serpent appeared to
Eve and tempted her to disobey the command of God. Genesis 3:1
tells us that “the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made”” The identity of this serpent is made
clear in Revelation 12:9: “The great dragon was thrown down, the
serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world. ...” This passage certainly tells us something about
his character. In the creation account of man in Genesis 1:26, God
made man to rule over the birds and over the cattle and over all the
earth and over every creeping thing. Man was to rule over the ser-
pent; yet, the serpent was crafty enough to subvert this authority by
getting man to listen and submit to him. We must remember that
Satan was created full of wisdom. His guile and cunning is so great
that he is able to confuse and deceive man to do his bidding if man
does not trust exclusively in God’s Word.

Satan, Devil, accuser of the brethren. Our word devil derives
from the Greek word diabolos, which means “slanderer” or “accus-
er.’ In Revelation 12:10, Satan is called “the accuser of our brethren.”
A slanderer is one who makes false charges or tells lies that are in-
tended to defame and to damage someone’s reputation. Satan trans-
lates the Hebrew shatan, which means “adversary” or “opponent.”
Satan opposes God’s people in two ways. First, he brings charges
against believers before God (Zech. 3:1; Rom. 8:33). Second, Satan
accuses believers to their own conscience. His goal is to make us fo-
cus on our sin and failures and to get us wrapped up in our attempts
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to deal with it on our own. Self-absorption is the first step on the
slippery slope of arrogance. By focusing on our failures, we forget
that sin is no longer the issue for the believer.

Every sin was paid for by Jesus Christ on the cross. His substi-
tutionary death on the cross is the basis for our continual cleansing
for all sins committed after salvation (1 John 1:7). Post-salvation
sins do not cause us to lose salvation but merely disrupt our fellow-
ship with a holy, righteous God. The prescription is clear: when we
admit or acknowledge our sin to God the Father, then He instantly
forgives us (1 John 1:9). The slate is wiped clean, God no longer re-
members that sin. “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your trans-
gressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins” (Isa.
43:25; cf. Ps. 103:12).

When we become absorbed with past failures in guilt and re-
morse, we are rejecting the grace of God and His promised for-
giveness. By focusing on self, we follow Satan in his sin. Such self-
absorption is the starting point for arrogance. We forget that for
the Christian, sin is no longer the issue; it is paid for by Christ.
The issue is spiritual growth, advancing toward spiritual maturity,
not self-flagellation over past failures (Philippians 3:13). No mat-
ter how heinous our offense, we still possess the imputed, perfect
righteousness of Christ. God looks upon us as righteous because of
the righteousness of Christ that has been given to us. To realize our
forgiveness sets us free from debilitating guilt feelings and frees us
to advance in our spiritual life.

Accused but Forgiven

A beautiful illustration of how God responds to Satan’s accusa-
tions is found in Zechariah 3:1-5, where Zechariah had a vision of
the heavenly courtroom. God is the Supreme Judge of heaven and
earth, and Joshua the High Priest of Israel stands before God. Satan
stands as the accuser, the witness for the prosecution. The response
of the Lord is to rebuke Satan as he indicts Joshua. The Lord re-
minds the court that Joshua has been “plucked from the fire,” that
is, saved from eternal condemnation in the lake of fire. Joshua, like
all sinners, stands before God dressed in the filthy clothes of his sin.
But God in His grace has clothed Joshua with clean garments of
perfect, divine righteousness and a clean turban about his head. As
a recipient of God’s grace, he is free from guilt and should no longer
be troubled by Satan’s accusations.
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What a marvelous picture of what God does for every believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ! Satan stands as our accuser. From one per-
spective, he has every right to do this for, like Joshua, we once stood
before God dressed in the filthy garments of our sin. Isaiah 64:6 says
that “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” However, the
instant that we trust in Jesus Christ, God graciously dresses us in
His righteousness, so that we are no longer guilty, and Satan has no
ground to accuse us (Rom. 4:3-4; 2 Cor. 5:21). This is the message
of 1 John 1:1-2:2, which tells us that the substitutionary death of
Christ on the cross is the basis for our forgiveness of sin in time
and eternity and that as believers we have a defense attorney be-
fore the bar of divine justice to defend us against the charges of the
accuser—~Satan.

If you are not a Christian, this passage means that no matter
what you have done you can obtain complete forgiveness of sin by
trusting in Jesus Christ alone. If you are a Christian, this passage
means that when Satan seeks to accuse you, planting doubts in your
mind because you have sinned or rebelled against God, you can
stand firm on God’s promise that you have been clothed with the
righteousness of Christ and that for His sake Go