










John 15:1, “I am the true vine, and My 
F th i th i dFather is the vinedresser.

J h 15 2 “E b h i M th t dJohn 15:2, “Every branch in Me that does 
not bear fruit He lifts up; and every 
branch that bears fr it He pr nes that itbranch that bears fruit He prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit.”



John 15:3, “You are already clean 
b f th d hi h I h kbecause of the word which I have spoken 
to you.

John 15:4, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fr it of itselfthe branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
o nless o abide in Me ”you, unless you abide in Me.”



John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the 
b h H h bid i M d I ibranches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you 

d thican do nothing.

John 15 6 “If an one does not abide inJohn 15:6, “If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 

ithered and the gather them andwithered; and they gather them and 
throw them into the fire, and they are 
burned ”burned.”



4. There are three types of branches in this4. There are three types of branches in this 
passage:

the non-fruitbearing branch (v. 2a)

the fruitbearing branch (v. 2b)

the nonabiding branch which is discarded 
into the fire (v. 6)( )



John 15:1, “I am the true vine, and My 
F th i th i d ”Father is the vinedresser.”



John 15:2, “Every branch in Me that does 
t b f it H t k dnot bear fruit, He takes away; and every 

branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that 
it b f it ”it may bear more fruit.”



Major Interpretive Problem

Option #1: Unfruitful means a professing 
b t t t b li th t kbut not a true believer, so they are taken 
away because they are not “genuinely” 
sa ed This is the Lordship Sal ationsaved. This is the Lordship Salvation 
position; the position of many Calvinists, 

ho hold to a ie of Perse erance ofwho hold to a view of Perseverance of 
the Saints. 



John 2:23, “Now when He was in 
J l t th P d i thJerusalem at the Passover, during the 
feast, many believed in His name when 
th th i hi h H did ”they saw the signs which He did.”



evpi,steusan eivj to. o;noma

episteusan eis to onoma



John 2:24, “But Jesus did not commit 
Hi lf t th b H k llHimself to them, because He knew all 
men,”



John 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not 
d d b t h h d t b licondemned; but he who does not believe 

is condemned already, because he has 
t b li d i th f th lnot believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God.”



John 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not 
d d b t h h d t b licondemned; but he who does not believe 

is condemned already, because he has 
t b li d i th f th lnot believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God.”

o` pisteu,wn eivj auvto.n
ho pisteuon eis autonho pisteuon eis auton



Option #2:  

Believers “taken away” lose salvation



Option #3:  

Unfruitful Christians will experience 
di i di i li i ti d l ddivine discipline in time and lose rewards 
in eternity.



evn evmoi. En emoi

Used 16× in the New Testament; when the 
figure involves persons in the Godhead itfigure involves persons in the Godhead it 
always speaks of a true and genuine 
relationship, i.e., fellowship, not merely p, , p, y
positional reality. 
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John 10:38, “but if I do them, though you 
d t b li M b li th k th tdo not believe Me, believe the works, that 
you may know and understand that the 
F th i i M d I i th F th ”Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”



John 16:33, “These things I have spoken 
t th t i M h Ito you, that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you have tribulation, but take 

I h th ld ”courage; I have overcome the world.”



John 17:21, “that they may all be one; 
Th F th t i M d I ieven as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 

Thee, that they also may be in Us; that 
th ld b li th t Th did tthe world may believe that Thou didst 
send Me. 
John 17 22 “And the glor hich ThoJohn 17:22, “And the glory which Thou 
hast given Me I have given to them; that 
the ma be one j st as We are one ”they may be one, just as We are one;” 



John 17:23, “I in them, and Thou in Me, 
th t th b f t d i it th tthat they may be perfected in unity, that 
the world may know that Thou didst send 
M d did t l th ThMe, and didst love them, even as Thou 
didst love Me.”


